
Federalism and Local Empowerment Act: 
Department-Specific Application 

Authored By: Samuel Adams 

 

I. Department of Education (DoE) 

Current Role: Oversees national education policies, administers federal funding to 
schools, and enforces education laws related to civil rights. 

Transition Strategy: 

• Convert Federal Funding to Block Grants: Transition Title I funding and special 
education grants into state-controlled block grants. States can then allocate these 
funds based on local priorities, such as teacher training, classroom technology, or 
facilities improvements. 

• State-Designed Accountability Systems: Allow states to create their own 
accountability metrics to track educational outcomes, meeting broad federal 
guidelines but without specific federal mandates. 

• Localized Education Programs: Transfer programs like bilingual education and 
career/technical training to state oversight, enabling states to customize these 
programs to suit local job markets and student needs. 

Projected Savings: $5-10 billion annually in federal administrative costs as states take on 
program administration. 

Expected Outcomes: 

• Empowered State Education Systems: States have the flexibility to address 
specific challenges, such as teacher shortages or school infrastructure, with 
tailored solutions. 

• Increased Innovation: By reducing federal mandates, states can test and 
implement education strategies best suited to their communities. 

 

II. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 



Current Role: Oversees public health, welfare programs, and healthcare funding, including 
Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

Transition Strategy: 

• Medicaid Flexibility Grants: Convert Medicaid funding to block grants, giving states 
control to develop health programs based on local needs, demographics, and cost 
structures. 

• State-Managed Welfare Programs: Transition SNAP administration to states, 
allowing them to set eligibility requirements and benefit levels based on local 
economic conditions and costs. 

• Localized Public Health Initiatives: Shift funding for preventive health programs, 
maternal and child health, and mental health services to states. 

Projected Savings: $20-30 billion annually by reducing federal oversight and decentralizing 
program administration. 

Expected Outcomes: 

• Responsive Health and Welfare Programs: States tailor Medicaid and welfare 
programs to regional health challenges and economic conditions. 

• Reduced Bureaucratic Delays: Decentralization allows faster adjustments to 
programs based on local needs without waiting for federal approval. 

 

III. Department of Transportation (DoT) 

Current Role: Funds and oversees infrastructure projects, highway construction, public 
transportation, and safety regulations across the U.S. 

Transition Strategy: 

• Infrastructure Block Grants: Redirect federal transportation funds to states as 
block grants. States can prioritize highways, public transit, or other infrastructure 
projects that best meet local needs. 

• Public-Private Partnerships: Encourage states to partner with private companies 
for infrastructure development and maintenance, sharing costs and leveraging 
private sector innovation. 

• State Responsibility for Non-Interstate Roads: Transfer funding and maintenance 
of non-interstate road systems to the states. 



Projected Savings: $15-20 billion annually through reduced federal infrastructure 
oversight and increased state responsibility. 

Expected Outcomes: 

• Localized Infrastructure Solutions: States prioritize projects based on specific 
transportation needs, promoting efficient and timely development. 

• Increased Infrastructure Innovation: Public-private partnerships can bring cost-
effective solutions to infrastructure challenges. 

 

IV. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Current Role: Oversees environmental regulations, manages federal environmental 
standards, and enforces laws related to air and water quality, waste management, and 
chemical safety. 

Transition Strategy: 

• State Environmental Block Grants: Provide federal environmental funding as block 
grants to states to develop local environmental regulations while meeting broad 
federal baselines. 

• Regional Environmental Standards: Allow states to set air and water quality 
standards that meet or exceed federal guidelines, accommodating unique 
ecosystems. 

• State Oversight of Public Lands: Transition management of federally-owned lands 
(e.g., national forests, conservation areas) to states, balancing conservation and 
economic use based on local needs. 

Projected Savings: $5-8 billion annually by reducing federal regulatory roles and focusing 
on oversight. 

Expected Outcomes: 

• Environmentally Responsible Local Solutions: States manage environmental 
priorities based on local ecosystems, improving effectiveness in addressing regional 
issues. 

• Efficient Land and Resource Management: State control of public lands supports 
both conservation and regional economic development. 

 



V. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

Current Role: Provides public housing assistance, housing vouchers, and community 
development funding to address affordable housing, homelessness, and urban 
revitalization. 

Transition Strategy: 

• State-Controlled Housing Vouchers: Shift federal housing assistance to state-
managed voucher programs, allowing states to address local housing markets, 
costs, and specific population needs. 

• Decentralized Homelessness Programs: Transfer funding for homelessness 
programs to states, enabling them to develop strategies tailored to local shelter 
needs and social services. 

• Localized Urban Development Grants: Provide HUD community development 
funding as block grants to states for affordable housing and urban revitalization 
based on local priorities. 

Projected Savings: $10-15 billion annually by reducing federal administrative costs and 
empowering states to oversee housing programs. 

Expected Outcomes: 

• Effective Affordable Housing Solutions: States can address housing shortages, 
rising costs, and homelessness with programs that reflect regional realities. 

• Economic Revitalization Tailored to Communities: States have control to develop 
urban and rural development strategies specific to their communities. 

 

VI. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

Current Role: Oversees national agricultural policy, rural development programs, food 
assistance, and conservation initiatives. 

Transition Strategy: 

• Decentralize Food Assistance Programs: Transition SNAP to state control, 
allowing states to set eligibility criteria, benefits, and employment requirements. 
States could also administer the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program, 
adapting it to specific local nutritional needs. 



• State-Managed Agricultural Subsidies: Convert federal agricultural subsidies into 
block grants for states, empowering them to support crops and practices that are 
locally relevant. This includes assistance for family farms, crop insurance, and 
disaster relief. 

• Rural Development Block Grants: Provide funding to states as block grants for 
rural development initiatives, allowing states to prioritize infrastructure, healthcare, 
and economic programs that benefit rural communities directly. 

• Conservation and Land Management Programs: Transition conservation 
programs, such as the Conservation Reserve Program, to state management, 
allowing them to tailor environmental protections for local farmland and water 
resources. 

Projected Savings: $10-15 billion annually by reducing federal involvement in local 
agricultural issues and transitioning program administration to the states. 

Expected Outcomes: 

• Locally Responsive Food and Nutrition Programs: States can address food 
insecurity with more tailored, efficient programs that meet regional economic 
conditions. 

• Targeted Agricultural Support: State management of subsidies ensures that 
resources are directed to locally important crops and sustainable farming practices. 

• Enhanced Rural Development: States have the autonomy to prioritize rural 
infrastructure, health, and economic development based on local needs and 
industry. 

 

VII. Accountability and Oversight Mechanisms 

A. Basic Federal Standards: Maintain broad federal guidelines to ensure minimum 
standards for public health, environmental protection, education, agriculture, and welfare 
while allowing states flexibility in achieving these standards. 

B. Performance Audits and Reporting: Require annual performance audits from states for 
each transitioned program, ensuring transparency, accountability, and effective use of 
federal funds. 



C. Transition Support and Training: Provide states with one-time transition grants and 
training programs to build capacity, hire staff, and manage the newly transferred programs 
efficiently. 

 

VIII. Long-Term Impact and Benefits 

Federal Savings and Debt Reduction: 

• Total Estimated Savings: $65-98 billion annually from decentralizing program 
administration and reducing federal overhead. 

• Debt Reduction: Redirect savings to address federal debt, promoting fiscal 
responsibility and reducing future tax burdens. 

Enhanced State Autonomy and Efficiency: 

• Locally Tailored Programs: States gain the authority to manage programs aligned 
with their populations’ unique needs, leading to more efficient and responsive 
governance. 

• Reduced Federal Bureaucracy: Streamlining federal responsibilities allows for a 
leaner government, reducing redundancy and administrative costs. 

Improved Outcomes for Citizens: 

• Community-Specific Solutions: With localized control, states can create more 
effective solutions in education, health, housing, agriculture, and the environment. 

• Innovation and Flexibility: States have the freedom to test innovative approaches 
and respond quickly to challenges, leading to continuous improvement in service 
delivery. 

 

The Federalism and Local Empowerment Act shifts key responsibilities from federal 
agencies to state governments, empowering local leadership and realigning governance 
with Tenth Amendment principles. By decentralizing programs across the Departments of 
Education, Health and Human Services, Transportation, Environmental Protection, 
Housing and Urban Development, and Agriculture, this act fosters fiscal sustainability, 
state autonomy, and improved outcomes for communities across the nation. 

 


